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RN I -
A Hug is Enough

By Andrea Kaezmarek

“What can | give my mother? Something really special.” Leah puzzles.

“A flower, she likes flowers.” Dad tells her. “But is that special enough?”
Leah wonders.

“Paint her a picture!” Grandma tells her. “She loves your pictures.” “But
is that special enough?” Leah wonders.

“Clean up your room.” Her brother tells her. “That would make her really
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happy.” “But is that special enough?” Leah wonders.

“Make her a cake, I'll help you!” Aunt Lizzy laughs. “We can make muffins
together; she loves blueberry muffins!” “But is that special enough?” Leah
wonders.

“Cut out a paper heart and stick your picture to it. That’s what I’'m doing.”
Leah’s best friend Sara tells her. “But is that special enough?” Leah wonders.

“All of them!” Grandpa says, when Leah asks him. “But how can | give
her ALL of them?” Leah wonders. “Why not make vouchers with all these

special things? One for every day!” Leah frowns “What’s a vowcherr?”



Grandpa laughs.
“Remember for your last birthday, Aunty Jenny sent you a voucher for a
bookshop?” He said ‘voucher’ slowly. Leah laughs. “And | gave it to the shop

lady and picked three books!” Leah’s smile gets brighter. “A unicorn story,
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a coloring eeek book with rainbows, and something else...” “Exactly
Grandpa laughs.

“We’ll make some paper vouchers, and you can paint a picture or write
a word.” And that’s what they do together.

Leah paints a flower, a heart, a hug...well, lots of hugs. And she writes,
“Clean my room, tidy my toys, and bake a cake.” When her mom sees her

vouchers on Mother’s Day, Leah’s mother smiles the biggest and the

brightest smile! “Wonderful! Are there enough hugs?”



